Skolitel: doc. Mgr. Luka$ Jenik, PhD.

Sekularizicia ako teologicky fenomén: Vybrané teologické reflexie sekularizacnej
paradigmy

Sucasna sekularizacné paradigma obsahuje spektrum roznorodych postojov. Niektoré
mozno charakterizovat' ako dialogické a otvorené voCi ulohe avyznamu nébozenstva v
spoloc¢nosti. Iné koncepcie charakterizuje ostré vymedzenie sa proti nabozenskej kultare. Aj
v teologickych reflexiach sekularizdcie mozno néjst’ r6zne reakcie. Téma doktorandskej prace
sa zameriava na kontextualne a komplexné zhodnotenie sekularizacie a sekulariza¢nych
procesov, ktoré predstavujii podnetny problém Sirsej teologicko-filozofickej reflexie.

Secularization as a theological phenomenon: Selected theological reflections on the
secularization paradigm

The contemporary secularization paradigm contains a spectrum of diverse attitudes.
Some can be characterized as dialogical and open to the role and meaning of religion in society.
Other approaches are characterized by a sharp demarcation against religious culture. Different
reactions can also be found in theological reflections on secularization. The topic of this
doctoral thesis aims at a contextual and comprehensive assessment of secularization and
secularization processes, which constitute a stimulating problem for broader theological and
philosophical reflection.



Skolitel’: prof. PhDr. Miroslav Karaba, PhD.

Ziakladné teistické presvedcenia vo svetle filozofie vedy

Vychodiskom prace je intenzivny zaujem niektorych sucasnych filozofov nabozenstva
a teologov o pozitivne, ale aj negativne konzekvencie filozofie vedy na skiumanie zdkladnych
teistickych presvedCeni. Kym prijatie logického pozitivizmu sa pre kognitivny obsah
nabozenskych a teologickych diskurzov nutne javi ako zhubny, iné koncepcie (Popper, Kuhn,
Lakatos) vytvaraji potencidlny priestor na moznost precizneho uvazovania o racionalite
teologickych konceptov, a to predovSetkym vo vzt'ahu k epistemologickym otazkam. Takyto
pristup sa stdva zdkladom na hladanie analogie medzi vedeckymi tedriami na jednej strane
a systémami nabozenskych presvedceni na druhej strane. V takomto pristupe je kriticka reflexia
kompatibilnd s vernostou ndbozenskym programom, pretoze centrom nabozenstva je
uctievanie, anie prijatie interpretacnych hypotéz. Cielom prace je analyza a porovnanie
vedeckych anabozenskych programov, ktoré¢ by mohlo viest k vyjasneniu statusu
nabozenskych presved€eni v suasnom svete.

Basic Theistic Beliefs in the View of the Philosophy of Science

The starting point of the thesis is the intense interest of some contemporary philosophers
of religion and theologians in the positive but also negative consequences of the philosophy of
science for the study of basic theistic beliefs. While the acceptance of logical positivism
necessarily seems pernicious for the cognitive content of religious and theological discourses,
other concepts (Popper, Kuhn, Lakatos) create a potential space for the possibility of thinking
precisely about the rationality of theological concepts, particularly in relation to epistemological
issues. Such an approach becomes the basis for finding an analogy between scientific theories
on the one hand and systems of religious beliefs on the other. In such an approach, critical
reflection is compatible with allegiance to the religious program, because the centre of religion
1s worship and not acceptance of interpretive hypotheses. The aim of the work is the analysis
and comparison of scientific and religious programs, which could lead to the clarification of the
status of religious beliefs in the contemporary world.



Skolitel: prof. ThLic. Milo§ Lichner SJ, D.Th.

Kontextualny vyvoj kristologie papeza Leva Velkého

Péapez Lev Velky je zndmy najma svojim kristologickym listom Ad Flavianum — epistula
28 (rok 449), ktory ovplyvnil dogmatické uc¢enie Chalcedonskeho koncilu. Tento list v§ak nebol
cast'ou vychodnych cirkvi prijaty a vznikli viaceré odmietavé reakcie (monofyzitské cirkvi), na
ktoré Lev Vel'ky epistularne a homileticky reagoval. V roku 458 preto publikoval svoj druhy
kristologicky list, t. z. Druhy Tomus — epistula 164, v ktorom sa snazil vyjadrit’ kristologicky
postoj k slovnikom, ktory by bol prijate'ny pre vychodné nechalceddénske monofyzitské cirkvi.
Zamerom prace je systematickd historicko-teologickd analyza Levovych zékladnych
kristologickych textov (Prvy a Druhy Tomus) v kontexte sprievodnych homiletickych a
epistolarnych vyjadreni, Specifikécia a analyza spolo¢nych a rozdielnych postojov v kontexte
relevantnosti Levovej kristologie pre sucasnost’.

Contextual development of the Christology of Pope Leo the Great

Pope Leo the Great is best known for his Christological letter Ad Flavianum - epistula
28 (year 449), which influenced the dogmatic teachings of the Council of Chalcedon. However,
this letter was not accepted by a part of the Eastern Churches, and there were several negative
reactions (Monophysite Churches), to which Leo the Great responded in his letters and his
homilies. In 458, therefore, he published his second Christological letter, i.e. The second Tomus
- epistle 164, in which he tried to express the Christological position in a vocabulary that would
be acceptable to the Eastern non-Chalcedonian Monophysite Churches. The purpose of this
dissertation is a systematic historical-theological analysis of Leo's basic Christological texts
(First and Second Tomes) in the context of accompanying expressions in his homilies and
letters, specification and analysis of common and different positions in the context of the
relevance of Leo's Christology for the present.



Skolitel’: doc. PaedDr. ThDr. Simon Marinéik, PhD.

Miesto ZamoS¢skej synody (1720) v historii vyvinu liturgickej praxe na uzemi
Mukacevskej diecézy

Cielom tohto vyskumu je podlozit konkrétnymi zisteniami faktory, ktoré viedli ku
kodifikacii jednotlivych liturgickych pravidiel synody, ako aj preskimat’ proces prenosu a
aplikacie jednotlivych nariadeni na tzemi Mukacevskej diecézy v obdobi upravovania
konfesionalnych rozporov v Uhorsku, v Pol'sko-litovskom spoloCenstve, ale aj v Rusku. Pri
tomto vyskume sa oCakdva Studentova schopnost’ orientovat’ sa v slovanskych jazykoch a v
zakladnej literatire vydanej v zahranici.

The Place of the Synod of Zamos¢ (1720) in the History of the Development of Liturgical
Practice in the Territory of the Mukachevo Diocese

The aim of this research is to substantiate with concrete findings the factors that led to
the codification of the individual liturgical rules of the synod, as well as to examine the process
of transmission and application of the individual regulations on the territory of the Mukachevo
diocese at the time of the adjustment of confessional contradictions in Hungary, the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, and also in Russia. In this research, the student’s ability to use the
Slavic languages and the basic literature published abroad is expected.



Skolitel’: doc. PaedDr. ThDr. Simon Marinéik, PhD.

Mnisske pravidla ako pramei $tiudia vyvinu dobovej liturgickej praxe

Ciel'om tohto vyskumu je zistit’ Ciastkové vychodiskd miestnych pravidiel svojej doby,
ktoré sa neskor stali siiéast’ou tradicie regulujicej liturgicky vyvin v krestanskej cirkvi. Student
si ma moznost’ zvolit’ konkrétne pravidla a pri ich skimani zvazi viaceré prvky, ktoré¢ viedli k
ich vytvoreniu — ide najmd o geografické, politické, kultirne a duchovné vplyvy, ktorych
kombinacia stoji za vytvorenim kazdych existujucich pravidiel. Nasledne Student porovna
ziskané informacie s existujicou tradiciou a zaradi ich do patricného kontextu. Pri tomto
vyskume sa vyzaduje znalost’ starobylého jazyka podl'a zvolenych pravidiel (gréctina, latinCina,
alebo starosloviencina) a schopnost’ orientovat’ sa v modernych ediciach, ktoré su vo vsetkych
vedeckych jazykoch.

Monastic Rules as a Source for the Study of the Development of Contemporary Liturgical
Practice

Annotation: The aim of this research is to identify the partial origins of the local rules
of time, which later became part of the tradition regulating liturgical development in the
Christian Church. The student is given the opportunity to choose specific rules and in examining
them consider the multiple elements that led to their creation — these are mainly geographical,
political, cultural and spiritual influences, the combination of which lie behind the creation of
each existing rule. The student then compares the information gathered with the existing
tradition and places it in its proper context. This research requires knowledge of the ancient
language of the chosen rules (Greek, Latin, or Old Slavonic) and the ability to use the modern
editions that exist in all scholarly languages.



Skolitel’: Dr.h.c., prof. doc. JUDr. Marek Smid, PhD.

Spiritualita socialneho pracovnika: nové vyzvy v pastoralnej teologii

Dizertatna praca skiima vyznam spirituality v profesii socidlneho pracovnika a
identifikuje nové vyzvy, ktoré tato integracia prindsa v kontexte pastoralnej teologie. Zameriava
sa na rozbor teoretickych a praktickych aspektov spajania spirituality so socialnou pracou,
pricom zdoraziiuje potrebu holistického pristupu v starostlivosti o klientov. Student bude
analyzovat’ a kvalitativne skiimat’, ako moze spiritualita podporit’ osobny a profesionalny
rozvoj socidlnych pracovnikov, a tym zleps$it' kvalitu poskytovanych sluzieb. Vyskum sa
zaobera analyzou holistického pristupu, ktory zahfna telesné, psychické a duchovné potreby
klientov; skimanim potreby vzdel4vania a vycviku socialnych pracovnikov v oblasti duchovne;j
podpory; a skimanim dolezitosti interdisciplinarnej spoluprace medzi socialnymi pracovnikmi
a duchovnymi. Ciel'om prace je prispiet’ k teoretickému a praktickému pochopeniu vyznamu
spirituality v socidlnej praci a navrhnit konkrétne stratégie pre efektivnu integraciu
duchovného rozmeru do profesionalnej praxe socidlnych pracovnikov. Tymto sposobom sa
usiluje o obohatenie pastoralnej teologie a zlepSenie kvality starostlivosti o klientov v socialnej
praci.

Spirituality of the social worker: new challenges in pastoral theology

The dissertation explores the importance of spirituality in the profession of social
worker and identifies new challenges that this integration brings in the context of pastoral
theology. It focuses on the analysis of theoretical and practical aspects of connecting spirituality
with social work, emphasizing the need for a holistic approach in client care. The student will
analyze and qualitatively investigate how spirituality can support the personal and professional
development of social workers and thereby improve the quality of services provided. The
research deals with the analysis of a holistic approach that includes the physical, psychological
and spiritual needs of clients; examining the need for education and training of social workers
in the field of spiritual support; and by examining the importance of interdisciplinary
cooperation between social workers and clergy. The goal of the work is to contribute to the
theoretical and practical understanding of the importance of spirituality in social work and to
propose concrete strategies for the effective integration of the spiritual dimension into the
professional practice of social workers. In this way, he strives to enrich pastoral theology and
improve the quality of care for clients in social work.



Skolitel’: Dr.h.c., prof. doc. JUDr. Marek Smid, PhD.

Synodalita a jej iloha v posiliiovani socialnej spravodlivosti

Dizertacnéd praca skiima koncept synodality a jeho potencial posiliiovania socialnej
spravodlivosti. Synodalita ako proces spolo¢ného kracania a rozhodovania bude analyzovana z
hl'adiska jej schopnosti mobilizovat’ cirkevné spoloCenstva k aktivnemu zapojeniu sa do
rieSenia socidlnych problémov a podpore spravodlivosti v spolo¢nosti. Praca sa zameriava na
teoretické zaklady synodality a jej historicky vyvoj, ako aj na praktické aspekty jej
implementacie v sucasnych cirkevnych Struktirach. Hlavné oblasti vyskumu zahfnaja: (1)
teologické a ekleziologické zaklady synodality; (2) synodalitu ako néstroj participativneho
vedenia a rozhodovania v Cirkvi; (3) jej vplyv na angazovanost’ cirkevnych spoloc¢enstiev v
otazkach socidlnej spravodlivosti; a (4) konkrétne priklady a pripadové Studie uspesnej
aplikacie synodalnych principov v praxi. Cielom prace je preukédzat, ze synodalita moze byt’
ucinnym nastrojom na posililovanie socidlnej spravodlivosti tym, Ze podporuje inkluziu,
participaciu a zodpovednost’ medzi ¢lenmi cirkevného spolocenstva. Vyskum navrhne aj
praktické stratégie na integraciu synodalnych principov do cirkevnych aktivit zameranych na
rieSenie socidlnych nerovnosti a podporu spravodlivosti.

Synodality and its role in strengthening social justice

The dissertation examines the concept of synodality and its potential for strengthening
social justice. Synodality, as a process of walking together and making decisions, will be
analyzed from the point of view of its ability to mobilize church communities to actively engage
in solving social problems and promoting justice in society. The work focuses on the theoretical
foundations of synodality and its historical development, as well as on the practical aspects of
its implementation in contemporary church structures. The main areas of research include: (1)
theological and ecclesiological foundations of synodality; (2) synodality as a tool of
participatory leadership and decision-making in the church; (3) its impact on the engagement
of church communities in social justice issues; and (4) concrete examples and case studies of
the successful application of synodal principles in practice. The aim of the work is to
demonstrate that synodality can be an effective tool for strengthening social justice by
promoting inclusion, participation and responsibility among members of the church
community. The research will also suggest practical strategies for integrating synodal principles
into church activities aimed at addressing social inequalities and promoting justice.



Skolitel’: prof. PhDr. Maria Smidova, PhD.

Pastoralne sprevadzanie klientov po preZiti traumy v sii¢asnom svete so zameranim na
skupinové sprevadzanie

Cielom tejto dizertanej prace je preskimat efektivitu pastoradlneho sprevadzania
klientov, ktori zazivaju uzkosti a traumy, s osobitnym zameranim na skupinové sprevadzanie.
Tento vyskum sa zameria na identifikaciu kI'acovych metdd, stratégii a vysledkov, ktoré¢ mozu
prispiet’ k lepSiemu pochopeniu a zlepSeniu praxe pastoralneho sprevadzania v tejto oblasti.

Pastoral counseling of clients after experiencing trauma in the contemporary world with
a focus on group guidance

The aim of this dissertation is to examine the effectiveness of pastoral accompaniment
of clients experiencing anxiety and trauma, with a special focus on group accompaniment. This
research will focus on identifying key methods, strategies and results that can contribute to a
better understanding and improvement of the practice of pastoral accompaniment in this area.



Skolitel’: prof. PhDr. Maria Smidova, PhD.

MozZnosti etablovania pastorialneho counselingu v ramci podpory mladych rodin v
cirkevnom prostredi

Pastoralny counseling zohrava kl'aicovt lohu v poskytovani duchovnej a emocionalnej
podpory ¢lenom farskej komunity. Mladé rodiny Casto Celia rdznym vyzvam, od rodicovskych
povinnosti az po manzelské problémy, ktoré si vyzaduji Specifické poradenstvo. Tento
vyskumny projekt sa zameriava na preskimanie moznosti etablovania pastoralneho
counselingu ako sluzby pre mladé¢ rodiny v cirkevnom prostredi.

Possibilities of establishing pastoral counseling within the support of young families in a
church environment

Pastoral counseling plays a key role in providing spiritual and emotional support to
members of the parish community. Young families often face a variety of challenges, from
parenting responsibilities to marital problems that require specific counseling. This research
project aims to explore the possibilities of establishing pastoral counseling as a service for
young families in a church environment.



Skolitel: doc. S.S.Lic. Jozef Titio, PhD.

Modalita slovies pri osloveni Boha v Zaltari

Hebrejské tvary slovies a ich pozicia v istych syntaktickych vidzbach moézu cCasto
vyjadrovat’ nejakii modalitu, skor ako gramaticky cas. Toto sa tyka predovsetkym starej
hebrejskej poézie v zalmoch. Na Slovensku nam zatial’ chyba $tadia tykajtca sa slovies, ktoré
sa viazu na oslovenie Boha v zalmovych modlitbach. Z teologického hl'adiska ide o vyznamny
fenomén, ktory by mal byt zohl'adneny v biblickych prekladoch zalmov. Cielom dizertacnej
prace je zmapovat vsetky takéto slovesa v Zaltari, porovnat’ navzajom vyznamnejsie slovenské
preklady a navrhnut’ nové spdsoby prekladu fraz, pouzitych na oslovenie Boha v zalmoch. Z
hl'adiska metodologie bude praca obsahovat’ exegézu relevantnych textov vychadzajicej z
filologickej analyzy.

The Modality of Verbs Used in Addressing God in the Psalter

Hebrew verbal forms and their position in certain syntactic structures can often express
modality rather than a grammatical tense. This is especially true of the old Hebrew poetry in
the Psalms. In Slovakian scholarship, we still lack a study dealing with verbs used in the address
of God in psalm prayers. From a theological point of view, this important phenomenon should
certainly be taken into account when translating the Psalms from Hebrew. The aim of this
dissertation is to map such verbs in the Psalter, to compare the more significant Slovak
translations with each other, and to suggest new ways of translation of phrases used to address
God in the Psalms. In terms of methodology, the thesis will include an exegesis of the relevant
texts based on philological analysis.



Skolitel: doc. ThLic. Krzysztof Trebski, PhD.

Pastorac¢né sprevadzanie sniibencov v priprave na sviatost’ manZelstva

V sucasnosti je na Slovensku rozvedenych takmer 40 % manzelstiev. St to vacSinou
cirkevné sobase. Tento jav vyvolava obavy, ale zaroven predstavuje vyzvu pre Cirkev, aby
prijala adekvatne metody pre pripravu budicich manzelov. Dizertacnd praca si kladie za ciel
preniknut’ do témy pastoracného sprevadzania snibencov na ich ceste pripravy na sviatostné
manzelstvo. Ponuka teologicko-moralny a pravny pohl'ad na manzelstvo, ale aj na pravne
podmienky moznosti uzavretia cirkevného manzelstva. Zvazuje faktory, ktoré predstavuju
predpoklady vymeny platného manzelského stuhlasu a skiima psychologické a socidlne
problémy, ktoré ovplyvituju stabilitu manzelstva. Jadrom préce je pastoracny vyskum, ktory
skasa schopnost’ snibencov pochopit’ vyznam krestanského manzelstva a manzelského
suhlasu. Ciel'om dizerta¢nej prace je poskytnit’ aj nové moznosti a perspektivy uzkej pripravy
na sviatost manZzelstva.

Pastoral support of the engaged couple in preparation for the sacrament of marriage

Currently, almost 40 % of marriages in Slovakia are divorced. They are mostly church
marriages. This phenomenon causes concern, but at the same time it represents a challenge for
the Church to adopt adequate methods of preparing future spouses. The dissertation aims to
delve into the topic of pastoral accompaniment of the betrothed on their way to preparation for
sacramental marriage, starting with theological and moral research and the legal conditions for
the possibility of concluding a church marriage. It considers the factors that make up the
prerequisites for the exchange of valid marital consent and examines the psychological and
social issues that affect the stability of marriage. The core of the work is pastoral research,
which examines the ability of engaged couples to understand the meaning of Christian marriage
and marital consent. Finally, it aims to provide new possibilities and perspectives for close
preparation for the sacrament of marriage.



Skolitel: doc. Jozef Zuffa, PhD.

Analyza vyvoja pastoralnej teolégie v krajinach hovoriacich po nemecky za poslednych
desat’ rokov

Dizertacnd praca sa zameriava na analyzu vyvoja pastordlnej teologie V krajinach
hovoriacich po nemecky za poslednych desat’ rokov. Pastoralna teoldgia ako dynamicka
disciplina teologického badania reflektuje meniace sa potreby a vyzvy, ktorym cCelia krest’anské
komunity v stic¢asnom svete. Vyskum sa sustredi na identifikaciu kIicovych trendov, tém a
metodologickych pristupov, ktoré sa v tomto obdobi objavili. Metodoldgia zahfna kvantitativne
a kvalitativne analyzy akademickych publikacii, odbornych c¢lankov a konferencnych
prispevkov, ako aj rozhovory s vyznamnymi teoldgmi z regionu. Cielom je mapovat’ hlavné
diskurzy, teoretické inovdcie a praktické aplikacie pastoralnej teoldgie, priCom sa zohladnuju
sociokulturne kontexty a Specifické vyzvy, ako st sekularizacia, migréacia a digitalizacia. Praca
otvori priestor pre d’al$i vyskum v oblasti interkultirnej teologie a ekumenickych vzt'ahov.

Analysis of the Development of Pastoral Theology in German-speaking Countries over
the last 10 Years

The dissertation focuses on the analysis of the development of pastoral theology in
German-speaking countries over the past ten years. Pastoral theology, as a dynamic discipline
of theological research, reflects the changing needs and challenges faced by Christian
communities in the contemporary world. The research concentrates on identifying key trends,
themes, and methodological approaches that have emerged during this period. The
methodology includes quantitative and qualitative analyses of academic publications,
professional articles, and conference papers, as well as interviews with prominent theologians
from the region. The aim is to map the main discourses, theoretical innovations, and practical
applications of pastoral theology, considering sociocultural contexts and specific challenges
such as secularization, migration, and digitalization. The work will open up space for further
research in the field of intercultural theology and ecumenical relations.



